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Conditions this morning 

Moisture plume 
associated with AR 

drifts SE 

IR 

500 hPa 850 hPa Surface 

Main baroclinic zone 
drifts SE 

Very modest 
disturbance moving 

toward CA coast 
today 

SW mid/low-level 
flow maintains 

orographics along N 
Sierra 

Next system to impact 
CA this weekend 



Conditions this morning 

IR  

OAK Sounding  
Surface 

Composite Radar  

Generally 
WSW flow 

through 
depth of trop 

Dry conditions aloft; moist 
below 700 hPa 0°C: 1.9 km 
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SHS profiler BBY profiler 

CZC S-prof SPD S-prof 



00Z 4 Mar  12Z 4 Mar 12Z 5 Mar 

500-hPa Z & vort 

Short-range synoptic-scale outlook: 00Z 4 Mar – 12Z 5 Mar 

850-hPa Z, T, & RH 

Next system 
develops during 
Friday morning, 

moves toward BC 

Ridge of high 
pressure builds in 
by Friday morning 

Trailing cold front 
dips down into N CA 



00Z 4 Mar  

12Z 5 Mar 

00Z 5 Mar 

MSLP, thickness & precip from NAM: 00Z 4 Mar – 12Z 5 Mar 

Light precip lingers 
this afternoon/tonight 

over N CA 

Clear, calm conditions 
all day Friday 

Southward sagging 
cold front brings light 

precip to NW CA 
beginning Sat 

morning 



Short-term low-level wind outlook from NAM 

750 hPa (~2.5 km) winds 

900 hPa (~1 km) winds 

00Z 4 Mar 12Z 4 Mar  12Z 5 Mar  

SW flow and remnant 
moisture maintains light 
orographics late today 

SW flow is accelerated over N 
CA ahead of next disturbance 

Weak SSW flow across 
N CA, N flow over S CA 



Deterministic GFS outlook to 120 h 



00Z 6 Mar  12Z 6 Mar 00Z 7 Mar 

250-hPa Z, 850-hPa vort, PW 

MSLP, thickness & precip  

System moves 
toward CA coast 
during Sat night AR rapidly drifts 

southward during 
day on Sunday 

Heaviest precip 
occurs during early 

Sunday morning 
(06Z-12Z) 

Post-frontal precip 
lingers across  N CA 



12Z 7 Mar  00Z 8 Mar 12Z 8 Mar 

250-hPa Z, 850-hPa vort, PW 

Shortwave digs into N 
CA Monday morning, 
associated with strong 

cold front 

Burst of precip with 
frontal dynacmics 

Post frontal precip 
lingers late in day on 

Monday 

Ridge builds across 
West Coast on Tues, 
likely no precip until 

next weekend 



Short-term low-level wind outlook from NAM 

750 hPa (~2.5 km) winds 

900 hPa (~1 km) winds 

00Z 6 Mar 12Z 6 Mar  00Z 7 Mar  

SW flow strengthens as 
system nears CA 

System rapidly weakens, cold 
front sags south of ARB, strong 

prefrontal flow drifts SW 

Strong prefrontal SW 
flow associated with AR 
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Deterministic GFS outlook 144 h and 

beyond 



12Z 9 Mar 00Z 11 Mar 

00Z 13 Mar 00Z 15 Mar 


